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About CETS

• Established in 2000 to promote interdisciplinary
academic and applied research on European
issues.

• Research networks and events:
– Regional forum
– Social and public cooperation
– Cooperation projects in different areas
– Conferences, Seminars, Roundtables, Colloqiua

• Publications (http://www.lu.lv/cets/publications/)

• CETS hosts Jean Monnet and Marie Curie
projects

• First research centre in Latvia to support
University-Business partnership via the Tripple
Helix Approach.



BIRTI

CETS researchers have recently joined other
leading scientists from major Latvian universities
and fifty innovative entrepreneurs, who have
teamed up to establish technology transfer centre
for innovative products - Baltic Innovative
Research and Technology Infrastructure (BIRTI) .

CETS representatives, relying on their rich
interdisciplinary experience, bring new insights and
ideas in the field of regional development and
territorial cooperation.

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER:
Probation, prototyping,
scale-up, science and

technology parks,
hospitals

RESEARCH:
universities,

collegiate, research
institutes, hospitals

NEW PRODUCTS AND
EXPERIMENTAL
PRODUCTION

innovative companies

WITHIN BIRTI PROJECT

IndustryResearch inst./industryResearch institutions



Project Experience



Centralbaltic Job Ferry

At first, project partners conducted extensive research and
data analysis creating a common multilingual information
platform on labour-market issues, professional trainings,
qualifications and job opportunities in the targeted cross-
border areas. The project also featured a series of
workshops and training courses.

Project aimed at increasing the cross-border flow of information
to mobile job seekers as well as enterprises, employers and
investors already located or willing to settle in the border region.

In 2011 CETS initiated a cross-border
cooperation for stimulating labour market
mobility within the framework of the international
project ‘Centralbaltic Job Ferry’ under the
Central Baltic INTERREG IV A programme.



Indicator
First stage (1st call)

(Micro and small ent. eligible)
Second stage (2nd-9th calls)

All SME eligible

Maximum budget (€ million) 13.4 34.1 (approx. 4.3 per call)

Funding actually committed
(€ million)

2.1 5.9

Aid ceilings (%) 40 (50 for borderlands) 55

Aid ceiling (€ thousand) 99.6 213.4

Applications submitted 274 404

Projects approved (incl. terminated
agreements)

106 173

Rejection rate 61% 57%

Other key indicators value as of 31.12.2012 % of 2013 goal
Turnover growth in the supported
enterprises (2013 goal – 20%)

80.23 % increase 401.15%

Number of supported small
enterprises (2013 goal – 360)

85 enterprises 23.61%

Number of supported medium
enterprises (2013 goal – 71)

16 enterprises 22.54%

Riga region2 Vidzeme region Kurzeme region Zemgale region Latgale region

Population count1

1995 1,187,275 264,567 338,695 304,550 405,493
2012 1,091,638 228,331 293,453 273,930 329,701
Change -8.1% -13.7% -13.4% -10.1% -18.7%

GDP per capita (€)
2005 8,038 3,285 4,437 3,119 2,718
2009 11,194 5,454 6,567 5,245 4,549
Change 39,3% 66,0% 48,0% 68,2% 67,4%

Household
disposable income
per capita
(€/month)

2004 118.77 78.02 83.64 82.23 73.09
2010 322.99 254.00 258.00 242.00 221.00
Change 171.9% 225.6% 208.5% 194.3% 202.4%

Economically
active firms per
1000 inhabitants

2005 38.7 17.6 18.6 15.4 12.7
2010 46.5 21.1 21.9 19.3 15.8
Change 20.2% 19.9% 17.7% 25.3% 24.4%

Unemployment
rate

2002 11.0 10.9 12.7 10.8 17.1
2011 6.7 9.6 9.2 9.8 18.0
Change -39.1% -11.9% -27.6% -9.3% 5.3%

Notes: 1)Population data provided by the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs (OCMA) is used for 2012. 2) Weighted average (or total)
values of Riga and Pieriga NUTS 3 regions.
Source: Adapted by LU CETS from data available in the Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia database: http://www.data.csb.gov.lv (accessed 22
April 2013) and the latest State Regional Development Agency Report “Development of Regions in Latvia in 2011”.

Per capita personal income tax revenue in self-government budgets in 2011.
Source: State Regional Development Agency Report “Development of Regions in Latvia in 2011”.
Age dependency ratio in the self-government territories at the beginning of 2012

EPRC - EoRPA

“Conflicting priorities of regional convergence and
nationwide growth-support measures remain to be the
characterising traits of Latvian regional policy”

Regional disparities in Latvia (key indicators)‘Aid/support to investments made into development of
particularly supported areas (territories )’ [ERDF]

Over 10 years of successful cooperation in the field of
practical regional policy research between CETS and
the European Policies Research Centre (EPRC) at
the university of Strathclyde.



"Population Data Collection For European
Local Administrative Units From 1960“

Recalculation of the historic population data in accordance with the
current administrative boundaries in Latvia was completed as part of work
on the DG REGIO 2012 tender “Population Data Collection For European
Local Administrative Units From 1960” undertaken in by researchers and
experts from many Member States and directed by the Luxembourg-
based research centre “Spatial Foresight” GmbH.

20091999

Administrative division of Latvia before and after the administrative-territorial reform of 1999-2009
Source: Law "Administratīvi teritoriālās reformas likums" of 21.10.1998. Available at: http://www.likumi.lv/doc.php?id=51528

During the initial research, it became evident, that in Latvia a significant data
recalculation is necessary in order to be able to depict historic population
changes on any of the modern regional maps and conduct further spatial
analysis.

Municipality Growth rate
1959-1970 1970-1979 1979-1989 1989-2000 2000-2011

Aglonas novads -0,215* -0,120* -0,152* -0,163* -0,283*
Aizkraukles novads 3,673* 0,344* 0,390* -0,076 -0,138
Aknīstes novads -0,074 -0,111 -0,135* 0,039* -0,217*
Alojas novads 0,014 -0,031 -0,067* -0,029* -0,257*
Alsungas novads 0,219 -0,170* -0,037* -0,052 -0,292*
Amatas novads -0,133* -0,125* -0,070* 0,026* -0,186*
Ādažu novads 0,109* 0,659* 0,331* -0,187* 0,449*
Babītes novads 0,232 0,074* 0,218* -0,025* 0,421*
Baldones novads 0,098 0,078* 0,100* -0,058 0,115*
Baltinavas novads -0,247* -0,227* -0,270* -0,103* -0,303*

… … … … … …
Country mean: 0,151 0,001 0,035 -0,067 -0,117

Note: *factual data falls outside 95% confidence interval (α =0,05), assuming normal distribution, and requires additional investigation
Source: CETS calculations based on historical census data

Changes in population figures in selected municipalities in Latvia between population censuses, 1959-2011
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Ongoing Research

• Focus on societal and demographic issues
• Special attention to regional convergence
• Spatial econometric analysis

Aglonas
novads

Aizkraukles
novads

Aizputes
novads

Aknīstes
novads

Alojas
novads …

Aglonas novads 0 0.523014 0.179677 0.773641 0.353456
Aizkraukles novads 0.523014 0 0.271172 1.389966 0.788891

Aizputes novads 0.179677 0.271172 0 0.233739 0.290597
Aknīstes novads 0.773641 1.389966 0.233739 0 0.520742

Alojas novads 0.353456 0.788891 0.290597 0.520742 0
… …
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Moran’s I scatter-plots of selected indicators in Latvian municipalities



http://www.lu.lv/cets
Thank you for your attention!


